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ucts hitting the market is no
accident considering record fuel
prices and growing concern
about the combustion of fossil
fuel and its impact on the envi-
ronment. Helming said renew-
able energy is no longer just of
interest to the environmentally
conscious, but “bottom-liners”
as well.

“Over the last 18 months
we've seen a much broader
demographic among our cus-
tomers. Now the average
American homeowner is con-
cerned with protecting them-
selves from soaring energy

prices,” Helming said.

In dealing with their cus-
tomers, Helming said Krystal
Planet begins by doing a phone
analysis to determine the client’s
needs and housing conditions.

The company then examines
topographical details of the
house to assess the effectiveness
of solar or wind products, if the
customer is interested.

Dealers then conduct a site
evaluation to further assess pos-
sibilities and requirements of the
home. Installation of energy-pro-
ducing or saving products has
become much easier in recent
years, Helming said, and the sys-
tems are compatible with the

electrical systems in most
homes.

“All the home owner really
needs to do is decide if it is
worth it to them,” Helming said.

Helming said the point of the
products is to be worth the
investment, and he said many of
Krystal Planet's offerings will
pay for themselves in savings
within a year.

The company's best-seller is a
grouping of products known as
the gold package, which
includes two Green Machine cat-
alysts, a tankless water heater
and Energy Star lighting prod-
ucts. The package costs $1,200,
but Helming said average sav-

ings from the product are around

$2,000 a year.

Helming is also exploring the
manufacture of bio-diesel fuels,
having already developed a small
plant where the company manu-
factures bio-diesel from used
cooking oil and sells it for about
$2.75 per gallon to users such as
local construction companies.

Right now the plant can pro-
duce more than 100,000 gallons a
year, but the company is looking
to expand and open fueling sta-
tions to accommodate retail
sales.

Krystal Planet also became
involved in the production of
“The Great Warming,” a three-
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hour television series about
global warming narrated by
Keanu Reeves and Alanis
Morissette. k

All energy-related pollution
created by filming “The Great
Warming” was neutralized
through Krystal Planet’s dona-
tion of wind energy certificates
that help fund the construction
of utility-Scale wind turbines, 15
percent of which are to be built
at schools around the world.

The Midwest premiere will
take place Sept. 7 as part of the
Kansas Film Festival. .

For more information, visit
www.thegreatwarmingmid-
west.com. 1



